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of Greater Atlanta

Nalley BMW

Nalley Infiniti

Nalley Nissan
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Shelia & Michael Vinciquerra
Virginia Highland Civic Association
WABE 90.1 FM
Weston Solutions, Inc.
Julia Woodroof & Stacy Funderburke

Dorothy Yates

Beech Memberships
$500 and up
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Gordon Dorsey
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William Johnson & Andrew Smith
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Nead Werx, Inc.
Network for Good
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Charlotte Ros Terrell & David Terrell

The Weber Family Foundation

Cedar  Memberships
$250 and up
Joanna & Alfred Adams
Arcapita, Inc.
Druid Hills Garden Club
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Sharon Gay & Neil Scheem
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Laura & Steve Sanchez
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Pat & Timothy Tuff

While all donations are important 

to us, our limitations on space 

only allow for us to print donations 

of $250.00 or more.

TREES ATLANTA

Donors

January 1, 2011 -April 30, 2011

We’re all a-Twitter... and Facebook!
Come join us at our online communities!

www.facebook.com/treesatlanta

www.twitter.com/treesatlanta
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Trees Atlanta is a nationally recognized citizens group dedicated to protecting 
and improving Atlanta’s urban environment by planting, conserving and educating.

I feel very confident

about Trees Atlanta’s

involved board, the

committed long-serving

staff, and passionate

volunteers as 

they continue 

protecting and 

improving Atlanta’s

urban forest for 

the next 26 years 

and beyond!

Stay tuned for a Retirement Party for Marcia in the fall!

Marcia Bansley Retires 
After 26 Years at Helm of Trees Atlanta“

“Marcia Bansley

“Marcia Bansley
was there at the beginning of 

Trees Atlanta,” says Board President, 

C. Edward Dobbs. “She has devoted 

26 years of her life to building it 

into one of the premiere tree plant-

ing and preservation organiza-

tions in the United States.” 

Marcia leaves behind a legacy 

of over 81,000 hardwood trees in 

the nation’s fastest growing urban 

area! Not bad for a city that was 

losing up to 50 acres of trees a day 

to development in the go-go days 

of the1980s and 1990s.

A fearless leader and tireless 

advocate, Marcia Bansley once stood 

down a bulldozer to save trees. She also stood up against the billboard lobby and

developers who howled against tree protection ordinances she originated with her

lawyer friends. An attorney herself and graduate of Emory’s School of Law, she had

run a family firm for 10 years before turning to trees. Over time, Marcia converted

those same developers and they joined Trees Atlanta’s list of supporters and friends. 

A surgeon’s daughter and onetime debutante, Marcia is unstoppable. She has

spent a lifetime moving from one trouble spot to another to protect her beloved

“city in a forest.” Smiling and speaking Southern, she collected checks, made 

headlines as “Atlanta’s Tree Lady,” aided in the creation of spinoffs both near

(Trees Columbus and Trees Covington) and far (Trees New York and Trees Utah),

was a charter member of the Georgia Urban Forestry Council and co-founder of 

the National Alliance for Community Trees, to name just a few accomplishments!

After her departure in May, Marcia will pursue the study of architecture 

and develop her growing practice as an international non-profit consultant and

“Appleseed” advocate to the world! A perfect moniker! 

Thankfully, Marcia Bansley will also continue to be involved with Trees Atlanta

as an advocate and fundraiser, as Connie Veates steps in as Interim Director.

Correction
In the last issue of the

Treebune, we referred to the

award Trees Atlanta received

from the Georgia Urban

Forestry Commission. 

We regret this naming error: 

The proper spelling of the

organization is the Georgia
Urban Forest Council. 

Dateline: BeltLine Arboretum

A volunteer plants a tiny American
Chestnut seedling.

A volunteer waters chestnut seeds
after they have been planted.

A Better Chestnut ■ American Chestnuts once were the dominant tree species in the
Appalachians. Many were preemptively harvested for timber. A blight originating in Asia killed nearly all
of the remaining chestnuts. The American Chestnut Foundation is working to cross American Chestnuts
with Chinese Chestnuts. Over generations, we hope to develop trees that are almost completely
American in genetic makeup, but still retain the blight resistant gene from the Chinese Chestnut. 

The American Chestnut Arrives on the BeltLine: 
Courtesy of the Isdell Family Foundation 
With generous support from the Isdell Family Foundation,

the endangered American Chestnut is making a comeback

in the Atlanta BeltLine Arboretum. The Foundation is 

an “ongoing sponsor” of this project, including research, 

site selection and preparation, planting and 10 years of

maintenance for these chestnuts.  

Trees Atlanta planted over 100 chestnuts in March, partnering with the Atlanta BeltLine, GDOT, 

Park Pride, and The American Chestnut Foundation. Once these seedlings have reached 3 to 4 years old,

they will be inoculated with the chestnut blight.  If they survive, pollen and seeds will be collected from

them for future study.

[funny aside]
Before the chestnuts were planted, they were stored in a cooler in the Trees Atlanta refrigerator and labeled
“Chestnuts. Do not roast.”
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Trees Atlanta Kendeda Center: 
A Perfect Meeting Place

For weddings, meetings, parties

or other events, consider renting

the Trees Atlanta Kendeda Center. 

Contact Joe Staley at

404.681.4890 or via email 

joe@treesatlanta.org
for more information.

W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G i n  t h e T R E E S : W o r k s & P e o p l e

Four Seasons 
Plants Midtown Trees 

Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts
donated $5,000 to Trees Atlanta to
celebrate a milestone anniversary 

and to honor their clients.  

Shown here are Tom Stafford, 
Kate Pearce, Candace McCoy and

Kerry Dyer choosing tree species to
be planted during the project.  

Midtown was chosen as the planting
site since all four have offices 

at the luxury hotel on 14th Street.

HELP US DELETE DUPLICATE MAILINGS Everyone loves to save money,
especially us! If you are receiving duplicate mailings or prefer not to

have this newsletter, please let us know. You’ll be helping Trees Atlanta
and our environment. Email joe@treesatlanta.org with the information.

Join the Volunteer Crew every Saturday!
Trees Atlanta has volunteer projects every Saturday from 9am to Noon. Please visit our website, www.treesatlanta.org to sign up to receive
our weekly volunteer email or to view our calendar of upcoming events.

TREE PEOPLE: T h a n k s  t o  S u p p o r t e r s ,  D o n o r s  a n d  V o l u n t e e r sTREE WORKS: C r e a t i n g  M o r e  C a n o p y

Volunteer Spotlight  Here’s what two volunteers have to say about their experiences.Nalley Tree Campaign: 
3,100 Trees and Counting

The Nalley Tree Campaign kicked off

with a public tree festival on the Decatur

Square in February. Since then, Nalley

Tree Campaign partners and volunteers

have planted more than 3,100 trees, at

Mason Mill Park, Dearborn Park,

Decatur Cemetery, Murphy Candler

Park, Redan Park and Clyde Sheperd

Nature Center. Nalley Decatur’s mission 

is to work with area citizens to plant 

10,000 trees in Decatur and DeKalb County within 3 years!

The Campaign was created by the Nalley dealerships in Decatur, in partnership with 

the City of Decatur, DeKalb County, Trees Atlanta, Park Pride and Keep DeKalb Beautiful. 

All three Nalley Decatur dealerships—Nalley BMW, Nalley Infiniti and Nalley Nissan—

are actively participating. 

We are grateful to Nalley Decatur for their Gold Level Sponsorship of Trees Atlanta. 

Stay posted about their ambitious tree planting initiative and learn more at: 

http://www.nalleycars.com/Nalley-Tree-Project.aspx

■  Veteran Volunteer – Jim Abbott

Jim has been volunteering with Trees Atlanta 

regularly for 13 years.

Q:  How many trees have you planted?

A:  Quite a few, but always with a partner. I first 

met some of my closest friends at Trees Atlanta 

projects.

Q:  What is the best part about volunteering 

with Trees Atlanta?

A:  That’s easy— it’s the enthusiasm and camaraderie

among the volunteers and staff.

Q:  What is your most memorable volunteer project?

A:  That’s harder. Probably whenever we planted 

in a driving rain or with the temperature in the 

teens. Crazy, but a good crazy.

Q:  Do you go back and visit projects on which 

you worked?

A:  Ask my family. They are so, so tired of hearing 

me say, on our drives around the city, “Hey, 

I planted that tree!’

■  New Volunteer – Judy Yi

Judy first volunteered with Trees Atlanta 5 years ago and has

been volunteering with Trees Atlanta regularly for 1 year.

Q:  How many trees have you planted?

A:  I’ve been volunteering about 15 hours per week for 

the past year. I’ve only planted about 10 trees, but I 

have taken a couple thousand photos of trees, because

I run TA’s Social Media outreach and take photos on 

Saturdays.

Q:  What is the best part about volunteering with 

Trees Atlanta?

A:  The people. Trees Atlanta volunteers are really special: 

they’re environmentally aware, active in their local 

communities, generous, smart and so fun & funny.

Q:  What is your most memorable project?

A:  The invasive plant removal and reforestation project at

Decatur Cemetery. “Heels” are not the recommended 

footwear for clambering up and down steep ravine slopes!

Q:  Do you go back and visit projects on which you worked?

A:  Yes, when I drive around town, I see how “our” 

trees are doing.

NeighborWoods: West End Plantings Set Record
for the Season
A remarkable year in West End—and we have the stats to prove 

it. 4 projects. 483 trees planted. 1845 volunteer hours. 615 

volunteers. 33 species, including Golden Rain Tree, Autumn

Brilliance Service Berry, Red Cedar, Moon Glow Magnolia, Deodora

Cedar, Chinese Fringe trees, Beech, White Oak and more. It all 

adds up to “1” fantastic urban forestation project!

Tree Keepers Classes Start August 6
Tree Keepers is Trees Atlanta’s urban forestry volunteer training 

and certification program. The program consists of seven 

Saturday workshops, with each three-hour session taught by 

Trees Atlanta staff or community tree professionals. This session 

we are adding a basic design class taught by staffer Linc Weis.

This is the fourth year of the program.   

Space is limited, so register at Trees Atlanta.org 

today! Sponsored by UPS. Light breakfast by Alons.

Clear Creek Restoration at Ansley Mall: 
Out with Kudzu, In with Native Grasses
Thanks to a 5-Star grant
from the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation,
Trees Atlanta is doing
intensive restoration of
Clear Creek at Ansley
Mall, removing invasive
kudzu, and at the same
time, installing native
grasses—a new double
treatment concept for
Atlanta. We are testing
different species and timing of treatments. We have hand-seeded,
hydroseeded and installed plugs. This winter we hope to try 
pneumatic seeding and then install  shrubs and trees. Volunteer
power has been key, (over 500 volunteer hours). Clear Creek is 
living up to its name once again and wildlife are coming back too,
with sightings of a river otter, blue heron, snapping turtles and
ducks with ducklings!

Arborguard Chips In 

(l) Greg Levine preparing riders for the tour.

Trees Atlanta gives high

fives to Arborguard for

their help in chipping 

up branches to make our 

job easier, faster and 

more productive!

Grass plugs waiting to be installed by
volunteers at the Ansley Mall site.

SAVE THE DATE:
Trees Atlanta Yard Sale, July 30, from 9 am-3 pm
For sale donations or more information, contact joe@treesatlanta.org.

Amy Bubes Jewelry & The
Mansion: “Fashion at 5”

On April 21, Amy Bubes

Jewelry and The Mansion 

on Peachtree teamed up for

“Fashion at 5” to benefit

Trees Atlanta—with a raffle

of Amy’s  one-of-a-kind

argentium sterling silver

earrings and a signature

drink created especially for

the event!  Shown here are

Anita Temple, Stacy Bubes,

Amy Bubes and Robyn Ware.

Common Goods Fund of 

The Community Foundation for

Greater Atlanta

With a generous 2-year operational

grant from the Common Good Funds 

of The Community Foundation 

for Greater Atlanta, Trees Atlanta 

has been able to support general 

programs and many other activities,

such as NeighborWoods and 

Tree Walks, throughout the year. 

A continuing big “thank you” 

to our community partner! 

Nalley Decatur volunteers get ready 

to plant in DeKalb County’s Redan Park.  

Photo by Blake Watkins

First-Ever Champion Tree Bike Tour a BIG Success!
Over 40 bikers checked out 12 champion trees from Reynoldstown

to Midtown. Our Captain Planet bikes filled in for those without

bikes. The Atlanta Bicycle Coalition gave out safety instructions 

and off we went. The first tree was the champion walnut in

Cabbagetown Park, then a huge dogwood in Midtown at Charles

Allen and a tulip poplar in Storza woods. Near the end of the ride,

we were excited to sight what we think may be a new champion, 

a huge Umbrella Magnolia, behind the North Avenue Lofts 

in Poncey Highland. The ride was led by Greg Levine and Eli

Dickerson, our awesome volunteer who has carried the champion

tree program to new heights. Join us for our next ride in the fall.
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