For Immediate Release

Educators honored with Tree Planting Ceremony

A stirring tribute made to a group of public servants deserving of honor 


Atlanta, Georgia – 2/4/2010 - Four Distinguished Educators were honored with a Tree Planting Ceremony last Saturday in Atlanta to mark this year’s culmination of NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH. Their work as Mentors to the urban communities of East Atlanta was lauded by four organizations, Dukes Foundation, Trees Atlanta, Atlanta Public Schools and the Southeastern Horticultural Society. Family and former colleagues were moved by the stirring tributes paid during the ceremony. This was followed by the planting of trees in their memory on the campus of Coan Middle School and witnessed by Mentees of the Dukes Youth Mentoring Program and a host of guests and onlookers. Their sterling contributions have elevated the academic and socio-economic standards in numerous communities.

This year's honorees were Mrs. Rosa Barksdale-Ferrell, Mrs. Mildred Ball, Mrs. Linda Kaloostain and Mrs. Niyokia Hall. Collectively they gave over one hundred years of service to Education and Mentorship.

Chief Executive Officer of Dukes Foundation, Mr. Horace Dukes opened the ceremony. The Executive Director of Trees Atlanta Mrs. Marcia Bansley spoke of the importance of preserving the environment through Tree Planting. She expressed her organization’s delight in partnering with Dukes Foundation in honoring four distinguished Educators who were also outstanding mentors. Other speakers included Atlanta Public Schools’ Executive Director of SR III, Dr. Robin Hall, Coan Middle School Principal, Dr. Tonya Saunders and former Principal Dr. Gene Chandler. The Master of ceremony was Dr. Bruce Williams. Other distinguished guests included Dr. Carlton Clem, Ms. Micki Esposito, Dr. Carole Williams, Mr. Ian Ash, Mr. Jonathan Parris, Mr. Robert Bell, and Retired Principal. Mrs. Kyla Zaro-Moore of the Southeastern Horticultural Society led the planting of the four Nuttall Oak trees that was provided by TreesAtalanta.

DUKES FOUNDATION (CORPORATION) operates an active Youth Mentoring Services Program. Utilizing their acronym D.U.K.E.S, Developing Urban Kids with Etiquette and Self-Esteem, the organization is committed to the utilization of their mentoring program to provide the tools, opportunities, and support to help talented ‘at-risk’ young men dream, achieve, and become healthy, successful adult. The platform was developed on the pillars of possessing good Self-Esteem, Moral Character and Cultural Exposure. The CEO’S Philosophy is; “Self Esteem is the fuel that drives academic success.  A child that is gifted and equipped but lacks self-esteem/self morale is destined to fail. On the other hand, a child with learning disability but embraced with good self-esteem/ self-morale will succeed.” Trees Atlanta is a citizens’ group which plants and conserves trees and educates the public about the importance of trees. Over 75,000 Trees have been planted and over 100,000 Trees are cared for by Trees Atlanta. The Southeastern Horticultural Society is a membership organization dedicated to promoting the knowledge, art and enjoyment of horticulture throughout the Southeastern United States. ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS and Sammye Coan Middle School provides students with a learning environment that nurtures growth and fosters positive academic, social, emotional and physical development.
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